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First jail sentence under the Environmental Protection Act 

8/22/2005 




Canada's first jail sentence for charges under the Environmental Protection Act was handed down to a former employee of Battery Broker Environmental Services Inc. currently incarcerated for a drunk driving conviction. 

Two charges under the Export and Import of Hazardous Waste Regulations were laid against Jeffrey Dressler after a year-long investigation by Environment Canada. He received a 30-day sentence on each count, to be served concurrently. 

In 2003 and 2004, Mr. Dressler was employed as a warehouse shipper supervisor by Battery Broker Environmental Services Inc. in Etobicoke, Ontario. On two occasions he oversaw the export of more than 37,800 kilograms of waste batteries for recycling in the United States. There were no permits in place authorizing the exports. Mr. Dressler also failed to ensure that copies of the relevant waste manifests were forwarded to Environment Canada, as required. 

Bradley May, head of the investigations section of Environment Canada's Ontario Division, said creative sentencing such as fines and community service are usually sought for environmental charges. However, in this case, "Mr. Dressler did not have the wherewithal to do either," Mr. May said. 

In May 2005, on an unrelated charge, Mr. Dressler pleaded guilty to impaired driving causing death. He was sentenced to 15 years in prison and given a lifetime driving prohibition. In 1999, Mr. Dressler was convicted of the same offence and was sentenced to four years in prison. (He was released in 2001.) 

In the Environment Canada case, the judge concluded that creative sentencing was not possible and ordered the 30-day prison sentence.
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Imports and exports of hazardous wastes continue to decline 
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New figures released by Environment Canada demonstrate that in 2004, for the fifth year in a row, there has been a decline in the amount of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable materials imported into Canada. Hazardous waste exports also declined between 2003 and 2004.

The figures for 2004 indicate that imports of hazardous wastes destined for disposal declined by over 12,000 tonnes from 2003 quantities. During the same period, imports of hazardous recyclable materials destined for environmentally sound recovery or recycling operations increased by nearly 11,000 tonnes, or 5.8%. Most notable is the decline in the quantity of imported hazardous wastes destined for incineration and physical/chemical treatment in the province of Quebec.

The Government of Quebec has placed more stringent controls on the registration of disposal facilities and their operating conditions, as well as implemented pre-treatment requirements for landfilling. As a consequence, in 2004 a number of facilities in Quebec have reduced their imports from other countries for disposal as they make modifications to their operations in order to meet the new standards and specifications.

The 2004 figures also show that Canadian exports of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable materials decreased by almost 13,000 tonnes since last year. This is a decrease of about 4% overall between 2003 and 2004, from 321,294 tonnes to 308,357 tonnes. The reductions in exports are due in part to a decrease in the amount of used acids and bases sent for regeneration or reuse, as well as a drop in the quantities of spent catalysts, solvents and metal containing materials sent for recovery or recycling operations in the U.S.

Each year, Environment Canada releases statistics on the export and import of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable to measure progress against waste reduction and environmental sound management of waste goals set by federal-provincial-territorial governments in 2000 and 2001. These hazardous wastes and recyclable materials can come from many different sources, including industrial waste, or from household products such as cleansers, used batteries, oil-based paints and leftover pesticides. Due to their makeup, these wastes can pose potential risks to both human health and the environment.

The disposal of the waste we produce, be it household non-hazardous garbage or hazardous industrial waste, needs to be done in an environmentally sound manner, so that human health and the environment are protected. Managing waste in an environmentally sound manner also makes economic sense. Because of Canada's close geographic and economic relationship with the U.S., reducing the distance hazardous waste needs to travel for instance, can significantly reduce cost to industry and the risks associated with the time spent during transport.

Since 1992, the Government of Canada has had strict regulations on the transboundary movement and tracking of hazardous wastes and hazardous recyclable materials. In addition, the recently published Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, which will come into force in November of this year, will further contribute to the protection of the environment and human health and will modernize the control regime.
