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Alberta creates Environmental Protection Commission

Alberta's Environment Minister Guy Boutilier has announced that an Environmental Protection Commission has been created, as part of the government's response to the Wabamum train derailment. 

University of Alberta Chancellor and former Syncrude CEO Eric Newell will chair the commission, which will look at ways to enhance Alberta's preparations and response to future environmental crises. 

"Eric's experience as an environmental steward and his unquestionable leadership skills will be a great asset to the commission," said Environment Minister Guy Boutilier in announcing the commission members and terms of reference. "Members of the Commission have been selected for their experience and for their integrity. I know the group's recommendations will be comprehensive and well-considered, as they examine how government can learn from this incident."

Additional members of the commission include: 
- Dr. Ron Goodman, Exxon Valdez clean-up expert 
- Doug Goss, Lake Wabamun residents' spokesperson 
- Alan McFadyen, Managing Director of Western Canada Spill Services 
- Dr. Marlo Raynolds, Executive Director of the Pembina Institute 
- Dr. David Schindler, University of Alberta water expert 
- Al Schulz, regional consultant with the Canadian Chemical Producers Association

The commission's job will be to: 
1. Recommend any changes needed to the Alberta government's capacity to respond, where industry cannot, to environmental incidents such as the spill at Lake Wabamun. 
2. Review Alberta Environment's emergency response system in order to identify recommendations for enhancement in preventing, mitigating, and responding to these incidents. 
3. Review the provision of information required in a report to Alberta Environment, and the associated reporting process, regarding the products and substances involved in spills. 
4. Review potential high-risk situations affecting Alberta's lakes, rivers and other water bodies, as part of the government's overall risk management strategy. 
5. Review best practices for preventing, mitigating, and responding to these incidents. 
6. Provide advice to the Minister and other government ministries on safety and rail transportation issues to assist them in working with the appropriate jurisdictions.

A report on the commission's progress is expected to be delivered to Minister Boutilier by the end of September, with a final report coming at the end of November.

